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BUT HOW THINGS CHANGE 

"But  how th ings change",  musical ly  and textual ly  explores the indiv idual  and col lect ive
exper iences fe l t  throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.  Opening the program is  Edie Hi l l ' s  The
Giver  of  Stars :  S ix  Poems of  Amy Lowel l .  Lowel l  was one of  the few queer Amer ican women
wri t ing in  the ear ly  part  of  the 20th century  and used her  poetry  to express her  love for
actress ,  Ada Dwyer Rusel l ,  with whom she had a long-term concealed re lat ionship.  Hi l l
perfect ly  captures a des i re for  int imate connect ion with the people we love,  an emot ion I 'm
sure we al l  fe l t  in  our  t ime of  i so lat ion in  2020 and beyond.  Next  i s  a group of  euphor ic Fauré
songs that  embody the joy fe l t  as we became safely  reunited with loved ones.  Rêve d 'Amour ,
Green,  and  Nel l  are offer ings of  oneself  to a lover ,  a l i s t  of  beaut i fu l  earth ly  th ings given then
transformed into an admittance of  pass ionate love.  L 'H iver  a cessé ,  the f inal  song in  La Bonne
Chanson ,  declares the end of  Winter ,  which to the poet ,  Paul  Ver la ine,  was the end of  h is
despair .  Ravel ' s  Deux Mélodies Hebraïques  entai l  so much of  the t ra jectory  of  the pandemic
and the c l imate of  the t ime.  Kaddisch  mourns those we've lost ;  our  performance honors  the
l ives lost  to COVID-19 ,  pol ice brutal i ty ,  war in  Ukraine and Palest ine,  gun v io lence,  and acts  of
racism,  homophobia,  and t ransphobia.  Fol lowing Kaddisch  i s  L 'énigme éternel le  (The Eternal
Enigma) ,  which quest ions the purpose of  l i fe and our  suffer ing and why we revert  to inact ion.
Despite numerous and grave col lect ive t ragedies ,  our  society  cont inues to react with apathy ,
se l f i shness ,  and the res ignat ion to cont inue on without  f ight ing for  necessary  reformat ion.
After  intermiss ion Erro l lyn Wal len 's  Daedalus  te l l s  the ta le of  Icarus f rom the perspect ive of  h is
father ,  Daedalus ,  after  he learns of  h is  death.  Daedalus searches aimless ly  for  h is  son,  but
never  loses hope.  Hope is  what bears  us  (both as a society  and as indiv iduals)  through the
darkest  of  t imes.  Hope,  and of  course a l i t t le  mischief ,  i s  what carr ied my father  through
growing up with Osteogenesis  Imperfecta,  a very  rare bone disorder .  At  the age of  s ix ,  whi le
undergoing painfu l  exper imental  t reatments ,  my father  asked h is  mother  to help h im wr i te a
letter  to h is  grandmother .  He spoke and she wrote.  After  my grandmother  passed away many
years  later  we found the letter  in  her  bedside table.  We wi l l  never  know her  reason for  not
sending i t ,  but  knowing my grandmother ,  i t  was because she wanted to hold on to th is  memory
as long as she could.  I 'm more than gratefu l  to Shawn Chang,  one of  my greatest  f r iends,  for
giv ing music to these words which mean so much to me.  Clos ing the program is  Mahler ' s
Rückert  L ieder  which paints  some of  the most  important  and universal  emot ions:  b l i ssfu l
nostalgia,  pure love,  b leak emptiness and desperat ion,  and f inal ly  acceptance of  what is .  



BUT HOW THINGS CHANGE  

Edie Hi l l
The Giver  of  Stars :  S ix  Poems of  Amy Lowel l  
I .  Pyrotechnics 
I I .  F lame Apples 
I I I .  Vernal  Equinox
IV.  The Giver  of  Stars  
V.  Autumnal  Equinox 
VI .  A Spr ig of  Rosemary 
 
GABRIEL FAURÉ  
Rêve D’amour 
Green f rom Cinq melodies de Venise 
Nel l  
L ’h iver  a cessé f rom La Bonne Chanson
 
MAURICE RAVEL
Deux Mélodies Hébraïques 
I .  Kaddisch 
I I .  L ’énigme éternel le  

INTERMISSION 

ERROLLYN WALLEN
Daedalus

(Wal len and Chang connected by musical  inter lude composed by Shawn Chang)

SHAWN CHANG
Marty ’s  Letter  (wor ld premiere)

GUSTAV MAHLER 
Rückert  L ieder  
I .  Ich atmet e inen l inden Duft
I I .  L iebst  du um Schönheit
I I I .  B l icke mir  n icht  in  d ie L ieder
IV.  Um Mitternacht
V.  Ich bin der  Welt  abhanden gekommen

ENCORE

ERROLLYN WALLEN
Beehive
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