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EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE 

Despite humanity ’s  best  attempts to move forward with empathy ,  every  day cont inues to harbor
many of  the t ra i ts  we attempted to leave behind:  chief  among them self ishness and c lose
mindedness.  We see th is  ref lected in  pol i t ical  decis ions that  harm the people most  in  need of
protect ion and aid,  in  the v io lat ion of  human r ights  that  occurs  dai ly  across the wor ld ,  and in  a
general  sense of  hopelessness about what l ies  ahead for  a l l  of  us .  Th is  program explores our
current  state,  d ivu lges how we can overcome and t ransform,  and depicts  what a better  wor ld
could be l ike.  

Anchor ing the program are songs of  Franz Schubert  which cont inue to impart  re levance and
profundity  even 200 years  later .  Schubert  refused to conform to the societal  or  art is t ic
standards imparted by the regime of  Mettern ich who ut i l ized heavy censorsh ip in  order  to
suppress revolut ion,  something which was gr ipping neighbor ing France.  Schubert  used h is
music to voice h is  v iews about the pol i t ical  cu l ture in  addit ion to support ing groups which
combatted censorsh ip,  pol ic ing,  and v io lence against  the commonwealth.  Wehmut  and Herbst
depict  an oppress ive env i ronment t inged with the knowledge that there is  the potent ia l  for
spr ing to come.

Despite our  knowledge of  the atrocit ies  of  war ,  th is  ev i l  cont inues to thwart  us .  Stefania
Turkewich was the f i rs t  woman to have her  composit ions publ ished in  Ukraine but  eventual ly
had her  music banned by the Soviet  Union.  Turkewich infused Ukrain ian fo lksong melodies with
modern composit ional  techniques and set  the poetry  of  many prol i f ic  Ukrain ian poets .  She f led
persecut ion after  Wor ld War I I  and re located to Br i ta in where she died in  1977.  Si lver  Song I
and  My Heart  are dedicated to v ict ims of  war and v io lence across the wor ld.  I  would l i ke to
thank and acknowledge the amazing team at The Ukrain ian Art  Song Project  for  the incredible
work they have done and cont inue to do to br ing th is  art  form to the forefront .  My heartfe l t
thanks to Pav lo and Larysa Hunka for  thei r  support  of  our  performance of  Turkewich’s  music.

Schubert ’s  Hoffnung  and Frühl ingsglaube  ask for  the courage and res i l ience needed to reach
spr ing,  a t ime and place of  renewal  and bl iss .  Hoffnung  hopeful ly  declares that  the st rength to
complete the work at  hand wi l l  resu l t  in  a resurgence of  peace.  Frühl ingsglaube  remarks that
everyth ing must  change in  order  for  heal ing to happen.  



Viktor  Ul lmann’s  Six Sonnets  de Louïze Labé  i s  one of  h is  few surv iv ing works  f rom before he
was impr isoned in  Theres ienstadt (a concentrat ion camp located in  German-occupied
Czechoslovakia)  in  1942.  Whi le in  Theres ienstadt ,  U l lmann composed and performed,  us ing h is
music as a way to connect with those around h im even under these unbel ievable
ci rcumstances.  In  1945,  Ul lmann was t ransported to Auschwitz  where he was executed.  These
s ix  songs grapple with love,  longing,  pain ,  pass ion,  ecstasy ,  and contentment f rom the point  of
v iew of  Louïze Labé (a feminist  French poet of  the Renaissance era who used her  voice boldly
to advocate for  women’s  abi l i ty  to wr i te and who was unafraid to be expl ic i t  in  her  own
wri t ings) .  U l lmann publ ished these songs in  1941  mere months before he was taken to
Theres ienstadt ,  but  he wrote them with the knowledge that  he was being persecuted,  the music
is  s imultaneous ly  f i l led with wonderment ,  anxiety ,  pass ion,  and v io lence.  These songs above al l
declare that  love is  what gives our  l i ves meaning.  

Schubert ’s  Iph igenia  and Die Götter  Gr iechenlands  port ray iso lat ion and longing through the
lens of  Greek mythology whi le standing f i rm in  the des i re to return to one 's  homeland and to
the past  which seems far  s impler  than what l ies  ahead.

Fol lowing is  a demand for  t ransformat ion and for  just ice through the poetry  of  Jacquel ine
Susk in in  songs by Shawn Chang.  Susk in is  a poet who ensures that  her  work (which is  infused
with revolut ionary ideals)  i s  access ib le to the communit ies  who need i t  most .  Chang’s  cycle ,  Us
Now ,  opens with myster ious hopefulness that  society  has the opportuni ty  to create a wor ld for
ourselves ,  then crosses into a playfu l  and idy l l ic  song about tak ing r isks  and div ing into the
unknown,  and f inal ly  the th i rd song asks why when we have the abi l i ty  to choose what is  r ight
somehow society  as a whole “s inks  beyond our  own capabi l i ty  of  l ight .”

Radiohead’s  Kid A  was a di rect  response to the band’s  d is i l lus ionment with the wor ld and how
thei r  own music making ex isted in  the wor ld fo l lowing thei r  successfu l  Ok Computer .  As so
many art is ts  do when h i t t ing a wal l ,  they decided to break i t  apart ,  re ly ing on exper imental
methods of  sound product ion.  F inding inspi rat ion in  the music of  Mess iaen and Penderecki ,
Radiohead ut i l ized rhythmic propuls ion and inst ruments l i ke the ondes martenot to convey a
growing sense of  retal iat ion.  The f i rs t  song that  Thom Yorke wrote for  th is  a lbum was
Everyth ing in  i ts  R ight  P lace ,  a  song about the depress ion he was facing at  the t ime.  Th is  song
connects  to the crux of  our  program, Everyth ing Must  Change .  Ighner ’s  iconic words and music
need no int roduct ion,  the fundamental  need for  reformat ion could not  be c learer  or  more
press ing.  Everyth ing must  change.
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EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE 

FRANZ SCHUBERT
Wehmut  D772
Herbst  D945

STEFANIA TURKEWICH 
Ср �бна  п �сня . 1  (S i lver  Song I )
Серце  (My Heart )

FRANZ SCHUBERT 
Hoffnung  D295
Frühl ingsglaube  D686

VIKTOR ULLMANN 
Six Sonnets  de Louïze Labé 
I .  Clai re Vénus
I I .  On Voit  mour i r  
I I I .  Je v is ,  je  meurs
IV.  Luth ,  compagnon 
V.  Baise m’encor
VI .  Oh s i  j ’étais  

INTERMISSION 

FRANZ SCHUBERT 
Iph igenia  D573
Die Götter  Gr iechenlands  D677

SHAWN CHANG
Us Now  
I .  Break Away
I I .  Fal l ing In  Love With the Unknown
I I I .  Us Now 

RADIOHEAD-Everyth ing In  I t ’ s  R ight  P lace
BENARD IGHNER-Everyth ing Must  Change 
(ar ranged by SHAWN CHANG, connected by a musical  inter lude)

ENCORE

RANDY NEWMAN (arranged by SHAWN CHANG)
I  Th ink I t ’ s  Going To Rain Today  
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