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LIFE IN COLOR 

We associate dif ferent  memor ies ,  people,  and emot ions with unrelated senses or  images in
order  to understand or  connect further  to these moments.  Shawn Chang explained to me that
he wrote the poetry  for  Portrai ts  of  Unrelated Colors  with specif ic  locat ions in  mind and used
the emot ions that  he associated with colors  to evoke the buoyancy and wonder of  Aspen in
Yel low  and the t inted hope of  the Sleepy Hol low Cemetery in  Green .  With th is  idea in  mind I
began acknowledging the colors  that  appeared in  my mind when I  thought of  people and
places.  Yel low reminded me of  my dear f r iend,  Valer ia ,  who brought joy and laughter  every
where she went ,  even after  her  pass ing in  Apr i l  of  2020 I  can st i l l  see her  in  ye l low f lowers .
Green reminded me of  my mom, not  only  because i t ’ s  her  favor i te color ,  but  because she is  a
source of  peace and c lar i ty  in  a wor ld that  often feels  so c louded.  When I  re- read Neruda’s
love sonnets  and saw the appearance of  these colors  the poems took on a completely
different  and personal  meaning for  me.  Si  no fuera porque tus o jos t ienen color  de luna  held
al l  of  the beauty that  was Valer ia ,  the yel low and joyfu l  moments I  had with her ,  however
br ief ,  feel  permanent.  Ya eres mía reposa con tu sueño en mi  sueño  reminded me that my mom
wi l l  a lways be there for  me in  her  constant  and green way,  te l l ing me that everyth ing wi l l  be
okay even when i t  feels  l i ke that  isn ’ t  poss ib le.  Amor mío s i  muero y  tú no meures  has been a
poem that has aff i rmed the constancy and surv ival  of  love despite the ending of  l i fe ,  th is  song
wi l l  a lways be sung for  Valer ia and with her  voice ex ist ing with in my own



LIFE IN COLOR  

SHAWN CHANG
Portra i ts  of  Unrelated Colors  (wor ld premiere)
I .  Red (Maple Grove Cemetery  in  Queens,  New York)  
I I .  Green (S leepy Hol low Cemetery  in  S leepy Hol low,  New York)
I I I .  Yel low (RFTA Bus Route f rom Basalt  to Aspen,  Colorado)
IV.  B lue (Har lem,  New York)
V.  Purple (Troy ,  New York)
VI .  Orange (Aptos ,  Cal i forn ia:  Fami ly  Reunion)

INTERMISSION 

PETER L IEBERSON
Neruda Songs
I .  S i  no fuera porque tus o jos t ienen color  de luna…
I I .  Amor ,  amor ,  las  nubes a la torre del  c ie lo…
I I I .  No estés le jos de mí  un solo día,  porque cómo…
IV.  Ya eres mía.  Reposa con tu sueño en mi  sueño…
V. Amor mío,  s i  muero y  tú no mueres…
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